ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
1. Protect and care for trees in Crewkerne.

2. Take positive steps to improve our town as an attractive place to live and work and protect our rich architectural and historic heritage.

3. Protect public open space, the public rights of way network and the landscape of the wider countryside.
4. Endeavour at all times to conserve wildlife and its habitats and address this aim in all the Council’s services.

5. Encourage all our staff to have a sense of responsibility for the environment.
6. Take steps to minimise the use of energy and water in all our buildings, vehicles and equipment and promote the use of alternative, sustainable energy sources where appropriate.

7. Minimise our waste production – particularly of paper – by reducing the amount we use, reusing material within the organisation and disposing of waste to the appropriate recycling centre.

8. Encourage contractors working on the Council’s behalf to apply environmental standards equivalent to our own.

9. Where possible, Crewkerne Town Council will make purchasing decisions based on positive environmental considerations.  For example, where a suitable and competitive recycled product and a non-recycled product are available at a similar price, the recycled product will be chosen.

10. Crewkerne Town Council will make purchasing decisions which support the economy of Crewkerne.  Where possible, Crewkerne based suppliers will be considered for all purchases.  Where a suitable and competitive Crewkerne supplied product is available at a similar price to that available elsewhere, the Crewkerne supplied product will be chosen.

11. Seek to reduce the incidence and impact of noise, visual and light pollution in Crewkerne.

12. Support the SSDC in its efforts to –

· continue to monitor air and private water supply quality and take action to redress infringements of standards

· vigorously implement food hygiene regulations

· reduce the amount of household waste going to landfill through the mini recycling centres and kerbside recycling service as well as developing home and community composting schemes

· continue to try to improve the quality of new development in the District by minimising the area and impact of greenfield sites taken into development, and reducing the need to travel.  
